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RISK ASSESSMENT FOR 4x4 Wheelchair

NAME OF DISTRICT/GROUP: 1st Elgin Scout Group

NAME OF PERSON COMPLETING RISK ASSESSMENT/UPDATE: Andre Govier

DATE OF RISK ASSESSMENT/UPDATE: 26/12/2022

The aim of this risk assessment is to provide general information on the type of hazards adults and young members (as well as others who may be involved) are exposed to.
The list given is by no means an exhaustive one. Hazards which are not listed but are specific to your visit should be recorded on the blank assessment form
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	Activity/Process/Operation
	What are the hazards to health and safety
	What risks do they pose and to whom?
	What existing control measures are in place to reduce the risk
	Risk level achieved H/M/L
	Further action required Y/N?*

	Movement inside buildings
	- Uneven Surfaces 
- Glass doors 
- Raised thresholds
- Speeding 
- Furniture
- Crowds/busy area
- Wet flooring
- Loss of control of wheelchair
- Wheelchair tips/overturns
- Collision with pedestrians or furniture
	- Collision
- Wheelchair tipping &
- Slipping 
- Wheelchair user, volunteers & visitors
	- All building users to be made aware that there is a wheelchair user. 
- User to attend wheelchair training to learn skills and ensure safe systems used
- Glass doors/panels to be made visible 
- Access/Egress and corridors to be kept clutter free
- Furniture to be arranged in such way that it does not become an obstacle/hazard for the wheelchair user
-Wheelchair is primarily to be used outdoors
	Low
	N

	Outdoor use
	-Weather conditions
-Crowds/busy area
-Terrain
-Running out of charge
	- Collision
- Wheelchair tipping &
- Slipping 
- Wheelchair user, volunteers & visitors
	- Wheelchair use to be restricted in severe/dangerous weather conditions e.g rain/ice/snow 
-Avoid areas which are particularly muddy & wet
-Avoid crowded areas. If necessary, ensure that a quiet area is identified which can be accessed with peers 
-Additional support/assistance where necessary
-user briefed about water and damage to chair
-user to be briefed on terrain that the chair can cope with
-user to be shown user guide
-users should be made aware of range limitations and plan accordingly 
	Low
	N

	Storage of wheelchair 
	-Trip hazard
	- Wheelchair tipping &
- Slipping 
- Wheelchair user, volunteers & visitors
	- Wheelchair to be stored securely in a safe place where it will not become a risk to others 
-when in long term storage the chair should be left in the trailer or suitable location.
	Low
	N

	Maintenance
	-Wheelchair not fit for purpose/damage
	- Wheelchair user, volunteers 
	-Regular services should be carried out
-Daily visual checks should be carried out by for general wear and tear. 
-If defect identified, Scouts must be informed, and user should cease using until rectified
- Wheelchair to be cleaned on return from hire and checked over for damage

	Low
	N

	Moving Parts
	-loose clothing/bags 

	- Wheelchair user, volunteers & visitors
	- Ensure clothing is secured - not hanging  
-User advised not to put feet down when moving due to risk of running over own feet
-user to be shown user guide and given demonstration
	Low
	N

	Charging of battery
	-Forgetting to charge the battery and not being able to use the chair 
-Running out of charge on activity
-Over charging the battery
-Getting wet

	- Wheelchair user, volunteers 
	-user to be shown user guide and given demonstration
- after every use wheelchair to be left charged
- if not used for a while chair to be charged weekly to maintain batteries 
- Range to be briefed and charge gauge shown to users
- Battery to only be charged using approved charger
- Wheelchair to be covered with water proof cover  when not in use in trailer 
	Low
	N

	Changing of configuration
	Changing from Adult to child configuration
	- Wheelchair user, volunteers 
	- Only Scouts are permitted to change configuration
	Low
	N

	Transport and trailer
	- securing the load
- attaching to car/van
	- Wheelchair user, volunteers 
	-Users to be shown how to secure chair in trailer 
- scouts to supply approved tie down straps which will be checked before each hire
- users shown how to attach trailer
	Low
	N
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